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Mr. NADLER changed his vote from
“nay’’ to ‘“‘yea.”’

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

COMMUNICATION FROM HON. RICH-
ARD A. GEPHARDT, DEMOCRATIC
LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CHAMBLISS) laid before the House the
following communication from Hon.
RICHARD A. GEPHARDT, Democratic
leader:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
OFFICE OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER,
Washington, DC, June 26, 1997.
Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to section
711 of Public Law 104-293, | hereby appoint
the following individual to the Commission
to Assess the Organization of the Federal
Government to Combat the Proliferation of
Weapons of Mass Destruction:

Mr. Tony Beilenson, Maryland

Yours very truly,
RICHARD A. GEPHARDT.

COMMUNICATION FROM HON. RICH-
ARD A. GEPHARDT, DEMOCRATIC
LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Hon. RICHARD A. GEP-
HARDT, Democratic leader:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
OFFICE OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER,
Washington, DC, June 26, 1997.
Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to section
806(c)(1) of Public Law 104-132, | hereby ap-
point the following individual to the Com-
mission on the Advancement of Federal Law
Enforcement:

Mr. Gilbert Gallegos, Albuquerque, NM

Yours very truly,
RICHARD A. GEPHARDT.

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
COOKSEY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 7, 1997, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Mississippi [Mr. PICKER-
ING] is recognized for 5 minutes.
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[Mr. PICKERING addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]

THE AMERICAN FAMILY FARM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. CAPPS] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, at this
time of the year when we talk about
corn being so high by the Fourth of
July, | wish to talk briefly about the
American family farm. The American
family farm represents the heart and
backbone of America. It reflects our
values, our ideals, our heritage. Grow-
ing up in the heartland of this Nation
in Nebraska, together with my brother
Roger who is here today, | worked in
farms and was surrounded by farms.
The work ethic and the values | hold
today stem from this upbringing. The
community | now represent on the
central coast of California actively
participates in everything from cattle
ranching to broccoli growing, to straw-
berry growing to wine cultivation.

This past week we celebrated our Na-
tion’s birthday. | participated in the
Santa Barbara County Fair in Santa
Maria, CA. The farmers there are wor-
ried about whether or not they will be
able to pass their farms or ranches on
to their children. Today’s estate tax
makes that very difficult, especially
for these hardworking people in our
district.

I strongly support efforts to protect
the American family farm and provide
estate tax relief for our Nation’s hard-
working farmers. Farmers and ranch-
ers work long, hard hours over a life-
time to build their businesses. How-
ever, far too often the burden of costly
estate taxes forces them to sell their
land. This is especially prevalent in our
district with soaring property values
and continued suburban development.
Not only do farmers and ranchers lose
when their land is sold but we all lose.
We lose open space, we lose a critical
sense of community.

The American Farmland Trust just
published a report entitled Farming on
the Edge. This report lists farmlands
on the central coast of California as
one of the 20 most threatened agricul-
tural regions in the Nation. The report
warns that the U.S. population is ex-
pected to jump 50 percent by the mid-
21st century and high quality farm-
lands will shrink 13 percent. During the
same period the Nation could become a
net food importer instead of a net food
exporter.

Mr. Speaker, we just cannot allow
this to happen. This is why | am sup-
porting legislation to provide needed
estate tax relief to our Nation’s family
farmers and ranchers. Fortunately this
message is being heard throughout the
country. Both tax bills on the House
floor last month addressed estate tax
relief. The President agrees and has
made estate tax relief for family farm-
ers and businesses one of his top prior-
ities. 1 have cosponsored a bipartisan
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